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came. Seeing me he says : ' What is this, Muniya ?
You have turned the water on to my land out of
my turn,' 'Did I turn it, or did you?' I asked
him. ' Will the water flow unless you direct it??
he says to me and then stops the water that was
flowing to his land. This man has no sense of
right and wrong ; he does not care for justice.
Turning the water to land is to him matter for
laughing. If this is to be permitted, why should
I be in charge of the channels ? Let these men
of the higher castes take charge of them/'
Ugrappa said: " Don't be annoyed; we
shall enquire/' and started to go to the tank for his
morning ablutions. The third house beyond his
was Mariya's. Mariya just then stepped out of
his house and said to Ugrappa : " Ugrappa, these
panthers are doing too much havoc. We must
place a trap on the hillock and tie a goat. A little
while ago a panther had come near my cattle-shed/'
"O, had it?" said Ugrappa : " The cattle in our
shed were in a fright and I went to see what the
matter was and saw nothing. I thought it might
be a panther. So, it had come, had it ? Rascally
creature1" Ugrappa did not know what to do with
these panthers. Somehow God had made a hill
so close to the village. What was to be done ?
And if there is a hill, there are sure to be panthers